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Tue Review 


The long sought reorganization of the United States Public Health Service is 
brought about by the enactment of federal legislation. A dental division is estab- 
lished in the Office of the Surgeon General with a chief having the grade, pay and 
allowances of an assistant surgeon general. These advances in the organization of the 
Dental Division were brought about largely by the work of the Committee on Legis- 
lation. William T. Wright, Jr., is named as the first chief of the new Dental Division 
and thus becomes the first dentist to hold the rank of rear admiral in the Public 
Health Service. . . . 

The Army announces that all recruiting of dentists from civil life has ceased and 
that the quota will be filled by students being graduated from the Army Specialized 
Training Program . . . The Navy Dental Corps is still actively seeking dentists under 
34 years of age and will accept qualified applicants under 40 . . . Congress provides 
a fund for the relocation of dentists in critical areas . . . Dean Gerald D. Timmons 
announces that of 8,888 students in the thirty-nine dental schools of the country, 
7,775 are members of the armed services . . . The War Department announces that 
no steps are being taken to liquidate the Army Specialized Training Program . . 
Sixteen officers of the regular Army are promoted to the rank of colonel . . . The 
Veterans’ Administration places all dentists on active duty. .. . 

A proposal to adulterate commercial acrylic resins to prevent their use in dentistry 
is revealed by Assistant Attorney General Wendell Berge in a hearing before a Sen- 
ate subcommittee . . . Educational groups meet to study postwar legislation . . 
Inter-American postgraduate students are honored at dinner in Washington, 

The Council on Dental Education meets to consider findings of official visits to 
dental schools . . . A program committee is appointed for the State Officers’ Con- 
ference . . . Capt. C. Raymond Wells, A.D.A. President, is honored by the Second 
District Dental Society of New York . . . Kenneth R. Cofield, A.D.A. liaison officer, 
is promoted to lieutenant colonel. 
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REORGANIZATION OF UNITED STATES Pusiic HEALTH SERVICE PROVIDES 
ADMIRAL FOR DENTAL DIVISION 


The reorganization of the United 
States Public Health Service, brought 
about by the enactment of S. 400 by 
Congress November 11, provides for the 
establishment of a dental division in the 
Office of the Surgeon General with a 
chief having the grade, pay and allow- 
ances of an assistant surgeon general. 
William T. Wright, Jr., chief of dental 
work in the Marine Hospital Division 
of the Service, has been named chief of 
the Division of Dentistry with the rank 
of rear admiral, the first dentist in the 
history of the Service to attain that 
rank. 

When the reorganization bill was first 
introduced into Congress, little consid- 
eration was given to the establishment of 
an adequate and properly staffed dental 
division. Upon representation of the 
Committee on Legislation of the Amer- 
ican Dental Association, of which Ster- 
ling V. Mead is chairman, the bill was 
amended in the Senate to make the pres- 


ent provisions effective and to give the 
Dental Division the necessary rank and 
authority to develop a satisfactory den- 
tal program. 

HisToRY.—The Public Health Service 
had its origin in an act of Congressy July 
16, 1798, creating the marine hospitals 
for the care of American merchant sea- 
men, later known as the Marine Hospital 
Service. Subsequent legislation has vastly 
broadened the scope of activities to in- 
clude the functions of a national health 
service. In 1902, the name was changed 
to Public Health and Marine Hospital 
Service and, in 1912, to the Public 
Health Service. The Service was trans- 
ferred from the jurisdiction of the De- 
partment of the Treasury to the Federal 
Security Agency in 1939. 

In 1893, Congress directed the Sur- 
geon General of the Public Health Serv- 
ice to cooperate with state and munici- 
pal health authorities, but it was not 
until the enactment of the Social Secur- 
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ity Act of 1935 that there was “recogni- 
tion by the Federal government of its 
share of responsibility in dental health 
matters.”* Dental personnel were de- 
tailed to four of the Service’s eight di- 
visions, but dental public health services 
were largely confined to two of these: 
the Division of Domestic Quarantine 
(States Relations) and the National In- 
stitute of Health. 

The Social Security Act of 1935 pro- 
vided grants in aid to the states for the 
establishment of dental health services 
and the training of personnel. The Pub- 
lic Health Service added a dental con- 
sultation service to provide advice on 
the organization and administration of 
dental health services in state and local 
health departments. Officers from the 
Service were assigned, on the request of 
the states, to duty within the states. 

At the National Institute of Health, 
studies involving dental or stomatologic 
problems were conducted. Here, many 
important studies on the relationship of 
endemic fluorosis to dental caries were 
made. Studies on Vincent’s infection and 
other diseases were coordinative studies 
of the Division of Infectious Diseases 
and the Section of Nutrition, Division of 


‘Chemistry, at the National Institute of 


Health. Dental personnel were also as- 
signed to the Division of Marine Hos- 
pitals and Relief and to the Division of 
Public Health Methods. 

In time of war, the President was au- 
thorized to utilize the Public Health 
Service and officers were to be detailed 
for duty with the Army or the Navy. In 
1926, Congress authorized the Public 
Health Service to provide medical serv- 
ices to officers and men of the Coast 
Guard, which operates as a part of the 
Navy in time of war. 


*Dental Health Organizations in State De- 
partments of Health of the United States. 
Public Health Bull. No. 251. Washington: 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 1939. 


REORGANIZATION BILL.—The reorganiza- 
tion bill maintains the Public Health 
Service in the Federal Security Agency, 
but consolidates its functions into four 
departments: Office of the Surgeon Gen- 
eral, the National Institute of Health 
and two bureaus: Bureau of Medical 
Services and Bureau of State Services, 
It establishes “in the Office of the Sur- 
geon General a Dental Division and a 
Sanitary Engineering Division” and 
states that “the chief of each such Dental 
and Sanitary Engineering Division shall 
be a commissioned dental officer and a 
commissioned sanitary engineering offi- 
cer, respectively, of the regular corps de- 
tailed by the Surgeon General, and while 
each such dental and sanitary engineer 
officer is so detailed, he shall have the 
grade, pay and allowances of an Assist- 
ant Surgeon General. . . .” As a war 
measure, the legislation also provides 
full military benefits for all officers of 
the U. S. Public Health Service serving 
with the armed forces, whether medical, 
dental or sanitary engineering officers. 

PERSONNEL.—Thomas Parran, Surgeon 
General, recently announced the names 
of five persons to head the new bureaus 
and divisions set up by the reorganiza- 
tion legislation. Lewis R. Thompson, 
medical director serving in the Surgeon 
General’s Office, has been named assist- 
ant surgeon general in charge of the new 
Bureau of State Services; Ralph C. Wil- 
liams, formerly district director with 
headquarters in New York, has been 


named assistant surgeon general in 


charge of the new Bureau of Medical 
Services. Rolla E. Dyer, director of the 
National Institute of Health, will serve 
additionally as assistant surgeon general 
in charge of the new Bureau of Scien- 
tific Research. William T. Wright, Jr. 
chief of dental work in the Marine Hos- 
pital Division, will become chief of the 
Division of Dentistry. John K. Hoskins, 
senior sanitary engineer, will become 
chief of the Division of Sanitary En- 
gineering. 
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All five hold rank comparable to any 

Army brigadier general. They have been 
in a grade comparable to a full colonel 
in the Army. Mr. Hoskins is said to be 
the only person in the Public Health 
Service who is not a physician or a den- 
tist to hold rank comparable to that of a 
brigadier general. 
REAR ADMIRAL WRIGHT. — William 
Thomas Wright, Jr., was born February 
25, 1891, in Rue, Accomac County, Vir- 
ginia. He received his dental degree from 
the University of Maryland in 1914 and 
practiced in Baltimore until June 1917, 
when he was commissioned as a first 
lieutenant in the Dental Reserve Corps 
of the Army. After service in France, he 
returned to the United States and was 
honorably discharged as a captain in 
1919. 

Dr. Wright resumed his practice in 
Baltimore, continuing until April 1920, 
when he received a reserve. commission 
in the United States Public Health 
Service. From 1920 to 1923, he was as- 
signed to the Public Health Service 
Hospital at Fort McHenry and was then 
transferred to the Marine Hospital, Bal- 
timore, where he served as officer in 
charge of the dental clinic, from 1924 
to 1930. 

In 1930, he received a regular com- 
mission as dental surgeon in the U. S. 
Public Health Service and was detailed 
as officer in charge of the dental clinic 
at the Marine Hospital, Stapleton, Staten 
Island, N. Y., for five years. In 1935, he 
was transferred back to the Marine Hos- 
pital in Baltimore and, in September 
1938, he was appointed chief of the Out- 
patient Dental Clinic of the U. S. Public 
Health Service in Washington, D. C. 

In April 1941, Dr. Wright was placed 
in charge of the dental section of the 
Service. He was promoted to dental di- 
rector in May 1943, and in December 
of the same year received his present ap- 
pointment of Assistant Surgeon General 
(Dental) in charge of the dental division 
with the rank of rear admiral. 


Mip-MonrTHiy IssuE 


DENTAL MATERIALS 


GOVERNMENT REVEALS PROPOSAL TO 
ADULTERATE COMMERCIAL ACRYLICS 


A proposal by two large manufacturers 
for the adulteration of commercial methy] 
methacrylate resins to prevent their ap- 
plication to dental uses was revealed by 
Wendell Berge, Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral of the United States, in a statement 
given October 15 before the Subcom- 
mittee on War Mobilization of the Senate 
Committee on Military Affairs. The sub- 
committee, popularly known as the (Sen- 
ator Harley M.) Kilgore Committee, is 
investigating monopolies, cartels and re- 
strictive agreements as they relate to the 
war effort. 

In discussing the manner in which 
cartels restrict the fullest development of 
new products, Mr. Berge cited the ex- 
ample of methyl methacrylate resin, a 
plastic much used in the construction of 
dentures. This plastic, he said, as a re- 
sult of monopoly control, was sold to 
commercial users for “85 cents a pound, 
while the price to dental users was $45 
a pound.” Because there was no differ- 
ence between the two products and be- 
cause of the tremendous spread in cost, 
the commercial product was often used 
for dental purposes. In order to prevent 
such “bootlegging,” Mr. Berge revealed, 
the Vernon-Benshoff Company, New 
York, suggested in a letter to Rohm & 
Haas Co., Philadelphia, that the com- 
mercial product be adulterated by “a 
millionth of 1 per cent of arsenic or lead” 
to prevent its use for dental purposes. 

Excerpts from Mr. Berge’s statement 
follow: 

IMPORTANCE OF TECHNOLOGY.—Technol- 
ogy—its directions, its applications, and its 
enjoyment, is today a primary concern of 
Government. In a system based upon freedom 
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of enterprise, access to technology is the 
fundamental condition of rapid advancement 
toward the goals for which our nation is striv- 
ing. The power that goes with the develop- 
ment of modern technology has been perverted 
in totalitarian countries to provide instruments 
of aggression. Because totalitarian states have 
regimented science and have made it sub- 
servient to imperial ambitions, it has been 
used to destroy rather than create. One of 
the principal problems which the United 
Nations will encounter in the peace to come 
will be the prevention of any abuse of new 
discoveries for the purpose of establishing war 
machines which can threaten the peace of the 
world. 

EFFECTS OF MONOPOLY.—The control of 
vital areas of research by monopolistic interests 
is a condition which can not be tolerated. 
Monopoly control seeks to protect vested in- 
terests and to perpetuate its grip on the ad- 
vancement of science and technology. It 
retards the introduction of new goods and 
services and the maintenance of full employ- 
ment in time of peace. Our experiences in 
this war have demonstrated conclusively that 
monopolistic control of critical sectors of in- 
dustrial research has a paralyzing effect on 
mobilization of our national strength. One of 
the most difficult problems we have encoun- 
tered in arming this country has been the 
domination and restriction of technology by 
small privileged groups. It has required stren- 
uous efforts on the part of government and 
industry alike to overcome the stifling effects 
of complacent monopoly. 

With rare exceptions industrial research at 
the present time can only be carried on by 
large numbers of scientists and technicians 
combining their ingenuity to resolve the com- 
plex problems of both pure and applied science. 
In the last fifty years technology has moved 
at such a rapid pace that no longer is the 
small businessman in a position to maintain 


laboratories of sufficient size. Today we wit- 


ness the gigantic research organizations of all 
major corporations, and no one desires to 
impair their efficiency. 

There is, nevertheless, a gap between the 
promise of organized research conducted on a 
huge scale by great corporations and the ful- 
fillment as measured by accomplishments for 


the public interest. So that there shall be no | 


misunderstanding, I should like to pay tribute 
to the vast army of scientists and research 
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workers who have done such remarkable work 
in the years of peace as well as in the years 
of war in bringing forth a multitude of amaz- 
ing discoveries. It is not their fault that their 
contributions have not been fully realized. 
The trouble is that in many instances the mis- 
use of research by monopolistic and cartelized 
groups has resulted in the restricting of pro- 
duction, withholding new products and fencing 
in and blocking off new developments. .. . 
ABUSE OF RESEARCH.—It may be stated 
almost as a law of their nature that cartels 
restrict the fullest development of new prod- 
ucts, and that they attempt to place rigid 
handicaps on output. Very often they even 
adulterate the quality of products in order to 
exact the greatest possible toll from the public. 

Several examples may be used to ‘indicate 
the practices and mental attitudes of monopoly 
groups in relation to the quality of mate- 

Although the following plan may not have 
been placed in actual effect, we can gain some 
insight into the shocking extremes to which 
monopolists will even consider going. Methyl 
methacrylate is the name of one of the best 
known plastics. It is used not only in the in- 
dustrial field to make airplane windshielding 
and many other structural materials, but it 
also has excellent qualities for the making of 
dental plates or dentures. As a result of the 
monopoly control of this material by the Du- 
Pont Company and Rohm & Haas of Phila- 
delphia, its uses were divided into two fields: 
industrial and dental. At the time these firms 
were indicted a sharp difference in price was 
maintained. When methyl methacrylate was 
sold for industrial purposes, it cost 85 cents a 
pound, while the price to dental users was 
$45 a pound. The dental profession soon 
learned that there was no difference in the 
material, whether it was designed for indus- 
trial or dental use. As a result they began to 
purchase their requirements from industrial 
users, in order to gain the advantage of the 
cheaper industrial price which, we could as- 
sume, might possibly be passed on to the 
dental patient. ; 

The monopoly group considered this a form 
of bootlegging. The Vernon-Benshoff Com- 
pany, a member of the monopoly clique, made 
a suggestion in a letter dated March 15, 1940, 
which I quote below: 


Our discussion of the Pure Food and 
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Drug law and pulling the acrylic den- 
ture under it leads me to wonder if the 
manufacturers of the commercial mold- 
ing powders might not add an ingredi- 
ent which would not effect (sic) mold- 
ing properties, but which would dis- 
qualify it under the act. Apparently a 
slight trace would suffice. Naturally it 
would be omitted from the strictly den- 
ture powder. 

Recently I asked Dr. Johnson to sug- 
gest an addition which might interfere 
with the distillation of monomer or re- 
tard polymerization. He could not 
think of anything that wouldn’t spoil 
the molding properties or clarity of the 
powders. But there the quantity needed 
to accomplish the result was the handi- 
cap. 

Under the very finicky regulations 
of the above act, however, it may be 
the slightest trace of the right agent, 
too little to constitute harm to molding 
(or health either as a matter of fact) 
would suffice to have the bootleg prod- 
ucts in bad. 

A millionth of 1 per cent of arsenic 
or lead might cause them to confiscate 
every bottle unit in the country. There 
ought to be a trace of something that 
would make them rear up. 


The Rohm & Haas company said in the 
reply that they were in agreement with the 
general principles presented in the letter of 
the Vernon-Benshoff Company, and that they 
would turn their research department to work 
on the matter. This is expressed in a letter 
of March 21, 1940, to the Vernon-Benshoff 
Company: 


With reference to your letter of 
March 15th, we shall be glad to investi- 
gate whether denture materials come 
under the Pure Food and Drug Act. 
We agree with you that if we could 
put some ingredient in our commercial 
molding material which would dis- 
qualify it under the Pure Food and 
Drug Act, this would be a very fine 
method of controlling the bootleg situa- 
tion. We shall take this matter up with 
our development department and advise 
you whether any such material could 


be used... . 


DENTAL EDUCATION 


EDUCATIONAL GROUPS 
Stupy Postwar LEGISLATION 


A conference to consider postwar leg- 
islation for discharged military personnel 
from the standpoint of education was 
called by the American Council on Edu- 
cation in Washington, D. C., January 
10. Particular attention was to be given 
to the provisions of the Thomas Bill 
(S.1509) and the Barden Bill (H.R. 
3846). 

Twenty-one national educational asso- 
ciations have been invited to send two 
representatives to the conference. The 
Council on Dental Education of the 
American Dental Association and the 
Council on Medical Education and Hos- 
pitals have been invited to send repre- 
sentatives. The Association of American 
Universities, the American Association 
of School Administrators and the Na- 
tional Council of Chief State School Of- 
ficers will be represented. 

The Council on Dental Education has 
designated J. Ben Robinson, dean of the 
Baltimore College of Dental Surgery, and 
Leroy M. S. Miner, dean of the Dental 
School of Harvard University, to rep- 
resent it at the conference. 


War DEPARTMENT DENIES 
CANCELLATION OF ASTP 


The War Department, in answer to 
many inquiries, announced in December 
that the Army Specialized Training Pro- 
gram was not in the process of liquida- 
tion. The number of soldiers in the pro- 
gram will depend in the future, as in the 
past, on the actual needs of the armed 
services. 

The House Military Affairs Committee 
was told that there are now about 140,- 
ooo in the ASTP. By April 1, this total 
will be reduced to about 125,000. 
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7,775 Out or 8,888 in DENTAL 
Scuoots ARE IN ARMED SERVICES 


The thirty-nine dental schools in the 
United States have 7,775 out of 8,888 
students enrolled under the Army and 
Navy Specialized Training Program, 
Gerald D. Timmons, dean of Temple 
University Dental School, Philadelphia, 
reported in December at the annual 
Greater New York Dental Meeting in 
New York City. Of those in the services, 
5,884 are in the Army and 1,891 in the 
Navy. 

Dr. Timmons said that total enroll- 
ment of 8,888 in the dental schools in- 
cluded 1,040 male civilians and seventy- 
three female civilians. Many of the male 
civilians hold reserve commissions as sec- 
ond lieutenants in the Medical Admin- 
istrative Corps. On graduation, they will 
apply for commissions as first lieutenants 
in the dental corps. 

Beginning with the 1945 entering 
classes, Dr. Timmons reported, the Army 
will contract for 35 per cent of the avail- 
able places in an entering class and the 
Navy will contract for 20 per cent, leav- 
ing 45 per cent for civilians. “Unless the 
local Selective Service boards understand 
this situation,” he commented, “we will 
not have any young civilians available. 
This can become a perplexing problem.” 

“If the studies now in progress indicate 
the need for more dentists,’ Dr. Tim- 
mons observed, “these men should be 
supplied by increasing facilities for teach- 
ing dental students, either by increasing 
the size of the present schools or by open- 
ing new schools. At present, there are 
thirty-nine dental schools located in but 
twenty-two of the forty-nine political sub- 
divisions of the United States, there be- 
ing twenty-seven states that do not have 
dental schools. 

“Let the increase in numbers, if 
needed, come from increased facilities, 
rather than from decreased training.” 
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Councit on DENTAL EDUCATION 
MEETING IN CHICAGO 


The Council on Dental Education has 
completed its official visits to the dental 
schools of the United States and the office 
of the Secretary of the Council has been 
engaged for several months in compila- 
tion of the data secured through the visits 
and from various documentary reports 
made by the schools. 

The Council will hold a three-day ses- 
sion at the headquarters of the American 
Dental Association January 14-16 to con- 
sider the findings. There is a prospect 
that the conclusions of the Council will 
not be released to the public until after 
the war, although final decision has not 
been reached upon that point. 


THE WAR 


VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION TO 
Dentists oN ActTIvE Duty 


All qualified dental and medical em- 
ployes of the Veterans’ Administration 
will be placed on active duty in accord- 
ance with an order of the Secretary of 
War, issued December 22. The profes- 
sional personnel that will be involved in 
this militarization is composed of three 
groups: 1. Reserve officers in an inactive 
status who have not passed their fifty- 
ninth birthday. 2. A.U.S. officers in an 
inactive status who have not passed their 
fifty-ninth birthday. 3. Civilians who 
have not passed their forty-fifth birthday. 

Civilian dentists to be eligible must be 
professionally qualified, employed full 
time by the Veterans’ Administration and 
engaged principally on hospital duties in 
facilities of the Veterans’ Administration 
and be within the age limits described. 
The Officer Procurement Service has 
been designated to perform the process- 
ing function. 
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Mip-MonTHLY IssuE 


Navy To CONTINUE 
RecrvuItTING DENTISTS 


The Navy, because of a continued and 
urgent need for dentists, will continue its 
recruitment program through the Pro- 
curement and Assignment Service, the 
War Manpower Commission announced 
Dec. 30. The text of the Commission’s 
statement follows: 

Because of the continued urgent need of the 
Navy for dentists, State Chairmen for Dentists 
should certify to the Navy every available 
dentist as quickly as possible. 

The Navy will commission available den- 
tists as rapidly as applications are received 
without regard to monthly quotas. If, as a 
result of the activities of State Dental Chair- 
men, the Navy obtains more dentists than 
there are existing vacancies at a particular 
time, such dentists~ will be commissioned and 
held in reserve for vacancies which will 
definitely exist later in 1944. 

Available dentists should be strongly urged 
to apply for Naval commissions since they 
cannot be deferred by Selective Service unless 
they occupy essential positions and are so class- 
ified by Procurement and Assignment Service. 


Army Stops RECRUITING OF 
DENTISTS FROM CIVILIAN LIFE 


The Army Dental Corps will no longer 
commission dentists from civil life and 
will fill the remainder of its procurement 
objective for dentists primarily through 
the appointment of graduates from the 
Army Specialized Training Program. 
This announcement was made December 
10 by the Field Operations Branch of the 
Army Service Forces. 

District procurement offices were or- 
dered not to process applications of den- 
tists for whom availability clearances 
were dated after December 9. Applica- 
tions of dentists for whom availability 
clearances had been received, but had 
not yet been processed, were ordered re- 
turned to the state chairman of the Pro- 
curement and Assignment Service. 

It was emphasized by C. Willard Cam- 
alier, chairman of the War Service Com- 


mittee, that the Navy Dental Corps will 
continue to procure officers from civilian 
life. State chairmen of the Procurement 
and Assignment Service have beén ad- 
vised to continue providing “available” 
dentists and to refer all names to the 
Navy Procurement Office and to the Cen- 
tral Board of the Procurement and As- 
signment Service, so that invitations and 
availability clearances can be prepared in 
the usual manner. 

This action of the War Department, 
said Dr. Camalier, obviously places upon 
Selective Service the responsibility to 
defer dentists whose numbers are called 
and who are unable to obtain commis- 
sions. As there is not a great over-all 
shortage of dentists in civilian practice, 
every effort will be made to prevent the 
induction of dentists as privates. The 
War Service Committee has been given 
assurance that the Selective Service Sys- 
tem has not changed its policy on the 
“essentiality” of dentists. 


NuTRITION FOUNDATION 
Reports RESEARCH GRANTS 


Grants totaling $396,040 for research 
in nutrition have been made by the Nu- 
trition Foundation, Inc., during the two 
years that the group has been in opera- 
tion, according to an announcement at 
the second annual meeting in New York 
November 12. These grants, providing 
for studies in many fields of nutrition 
and seeking improved living conditions 
through dietary advances, have been 
made to forty-one universities, medical 
centers and other research institutions 
throughout the United States and Can- 
ada. The board of trustees at the meet- 
ing approved twelve new grants amount- 
ing to $29,900 and thirteen renewals of 
earlier grants amounting to $36,000. , 

The Nutrition Foundation, supported 
by the food industry as a contribution to 
the well-being of the American public, 
has, in its first two years, received $1,278- 
000 to carry on its work. 
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Concress Provives Funps For 
RELOCATION oF CrviLiAN DENTISTS 


Congress has approved a supplemen- 
tal appropriation bill, H.R. 3598, which 
authorizes the expenditure of $200,000 
by the United States Public Health 
Service in providing dental and medical 
services in critical areas at the request 
of local communities. Such services will 
be provided through contracts with 
civilian physicians and dentists who 
agree to practice for not less than one 
year in the new locality. A monthly al- 
lowance of $250 will be paid physicians 
and dentists for three months, plus mov- 
ing expenses. The local community re- 
questing such services will be required 
to assume 25 per cent of the relocation 
allowance and moving expense, and the 
relocated physician or dentist must com- 
ply with the licensure laws of the state 
to which he removes. 

The bill has now been submitted to 
the President, who initially requested an 
appropriation of $1,000,000 to supply 
these services. The proposal that the 
Public Health Service be authorized to 
assign medical and dental officers to the 
critical areas failed to receive the ap- 
proval of Congress. 


Mouts Lesions RESULTING FROM 
Dret 1n GermMAN INTERNMENT CAMP 


Mouth lesions of various kinds were 
among the most frequent results. of liv- 
ing on the restricted diet found in a 
German internment camp, Public Health 
Reports stated recently. The camp was 
Bad Nauheim in Germany, where Amer- 
ican diplomats and newspaper corre- 
spondents were interned from December 
14, 1941 to May 12, 1942. The group 
consisted of 135 persons, who were given 
“approximately the same food as the 
average German worker.” The exact 
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amounts, however, could not be de- 
termined, as the German authorities re- 
fused to furnish a record of the amounts 
allowed for each person. Each internee 
was also allowed a small additional 
amount of food from the Embassy Com- 
missary in Berlin. 

In April 1942, examination of 111 of 
the group revealed: soreness of mouth 
and tongue, 2 cases; soreness and bleed- 
ing of gums, 6; mouth lesions (not de- 
scribed), 8; cheilosis, 3; stomatitis, 1; 
spongy condition and bleeding of gums, 
g. The report also stated that five cases 
of stomatitis with numerous herpetic 
lesions occurred. The first symptoms 
were malaise, temperature ranging from 
38 to 40° C. and bilateral cervical 
lymphadenitis. Within from one to three 
days, the gums became red and swollen. 
This condition was followed by the ap- 
pearance of numerous small shallow ul- 
cers with whitish bases on the gums, 
tongue, labial mucous membrane and 
pharynx. The mouth and throat became 
very painful and eating and swallowing 
were difficult. The cases appeared to run 
a self-limited course of from eight to 
ten days, the ulcers healing and the tem- 
perature dropping gradually. 


“BomBep Our” DENTisTs GET 
New ASSIGNMENTS IN GERMANY 


Dentists who have been “bombed out” 
in Germany must report for new assign- 
ments, according to instructions issued by 
the reich health leader, Dr. Conti, and 
reported by DNB, official German news 
agency. The instructions state that in 
order to insure efficient employment for 
the members of the professions, all physi- 
cians, dental surgeons, midwives, dentists 
and dental mechanics who have to leave 
their place of work or residence because 
of a “terror raid” must report without 
delay to the competent professional or- 
ganization. 
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Dental Officers of the U. S. Naval Training Station, Sampson, N. Y. 


NAME SIXTEEN DENTAL Corps 
OrFicers TO RANK OF COLONEL 


Sixteen officers of the Dental Corps of 
the Regular Army, all lieutenant colo- 
nels, have been promoted to the grade of 
colonel. The officers are listed below with 
their assignments: 

Cols. Walter D. Vail, Chief of the Dental 
Service, O’Reilly General Hospital, Spring- 
field, Mo.; Clement J. Gaynor, Chief of the 
Dental Service, Jefferson Barracks, Mo.; 
Walter A. Rose, Chief of the Dental Service, 
Fort Jackson, S. C.; Alvin E. Anthony, Camp 
Dental Surgeon, Camp Bowie, Texas; William 
B. Caldwell, Chief of the Dental Service, Fort 
Bliss, Texas; Lewis W. Maly, Chief of the 
Dental Service, Station Hospital, Kearns, 
Utah; Glover Johns, Commanding Officer of 
the Central Dental Laboratory, Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas; Leslie D. Baskin, Camp Den- 
tal Surgeon, Camp Gordon, Ga.; Dell S. 
Gray, Chief of Dental Service, Letterman Gen- 
eral Hospital, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. ; 
William B. Stewart, Chief of the Dental Serv- 
ice, Sheppard Field, Texas; Boyd L. Smith, 
Camp Dental Surgeon, Camp Carson, Colo. ; 
Avery G. Holmes, who was retired for physical 
disability on October 31 (formerly on duty as 


Chief of Dental Service at William Beaumont 
General Hospital); George R. Kennebeck, 
Chief of the Dental Section, Office of the Air 
Surgeon, Washington, D. C., and Joseph L. 
Boyd, Camp Dental Surgeon, Camp Swift, 
Texas. The remaining two officers of this 
group are Cols. Richard F. Thompson and 
William S. Shuttleworth, both of whom are 
serving overseas. 


NATIONAL REGISTRATION OF 
Nurses PLANNED FOR FEBRUARY 


As an important step in the mobiliza- 
tion of America’s nurses for wartime 
needs, a nation-wide registration of all 
graduate nurses will be conducted dur- 
ing the second week of February, Paul 
V. McNutt, War Manpower Commis- 
sion chairman, announced last month. 

Every graduate nurse throughout the 
nation is asked to register at a local hos- 
pital or health center during National 
Nurses Mobilization Week, commencing 
February 7. The appeal is being made 
to all graduate nurses of all ages, no 
matter where they live or how long they 
have been away from active practice. 


2 
a 
= 
4 


THE JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 


AMLRICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION AFFAIRS 


Honor INTER-AMERICAN 
PosTGRADUATE STUDENTS 


A dinner in honor of the eleven den- 
tists who have completed the First Inter- 
American Postgraduate Course in Den- 
tistry was held in Washington, D. C., at 
the Hotel Statler December 13 with John 
M. Begg, Acting Chief, Division of Cul- 
tural Relations, Department of State, and 
Daniel M. Lynch, chairman, Interna- 
tional Relations Committee, American 
Dental Association, as hosts. 

The guests of honor were: Nicolas 
Parula, Argentina; José Reyes, Bolivia; 
Ibanez Andrade Silva, Brazil; Fernando 
Lara Bravo; Mario Antonio Battle Vifias, 
Dominican Republic; Luis Anibal Egas 
Cortés, Ecuador; S. Rudolph Daniel, 
Haiti;. Guillermo Pineda, Honduras; 
Enrique C. Aguilar, Mexico; Pedro 
Enrique Brin, Panama; Pierpont Yns- 
fran, Paraguay. 

Among the other guests were: Maj. 
Gen. Robert H. Mills, DC, USA; Rear 
Adm. Alexander G. Lyle, DC, USN, 
Capt. Robert S. Davis, DC, USN; Brig. 
Gen. Leigh C. Fairbank (ret.), DC, 
USA; Capt. Francis G. Ulen, DC, 
USN; W. J. Pelton, United States Pub- 
lic Health Service, A. A. Moll, secretary, 
Pan-American Sanitary Bureau; E. C. 
Ernst, assistant director, Pan-American 
Sanitary Bureau; Maj. John Yeagley, 
Division of Health and Sanitation, Office 
of the Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs; Wells Stabler, Division of Amer- 
ican Republics, Department of State; 
Harry H. Pierson, Acting Assistant Chief, 
Division of Cultural Relations, Depart- 
ment of State; Carl A. Sauer, Division 
of Cultural Relations, Department of 
State; Vincent J. Monti, Division of 
Cultural Relations, Department of State. 


Procram ComMITTEE APPOINTED 
FOR STATE OrFicers’ CONFERENCE 


The appointment of a program com- 
mittee for the annual meeting of the 
State Officers’ Conference at Omaha next 
October was announced recently by Pres- 
ident C, S. Foster. The personnel of the 
committee is: Earl S. Arnold, West Hart- 
ford, Conn.; C. J. Hollister, Harrisburg, 
Pa.; E. C. Lundsford, Miami, Fla.; E. 
W. Wise, Tulsa, Okla.; E. F. Soderstrom, 
Modesto, Calif., and L. M. Cruttenden, 
chairman, St. Paul, Minn. 

The first issue of the Bulletin of the 
Conference gave the following classifica- 
tion for the fifty-three component so0- 
cieties of the Association: 
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0- 500 members 2 6,747 13.1 


500-1,000 members 
1,000-1,500 members 
1,500-2,000 members 
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2,000-4,000 members 11,468 22.3 
4,000- members 15,698 30.6 
A.D.A. Liaison OFFICER 


NameD LIEUTENANT COLONEL 


Major Kenneth R. Cofield, Army liai- 
son officer to the American Dental Asso- 
ciation, has been promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant colonel and named chief of 
the dental service at the Gardiner Gen- 
eral Hospital, Chicago. Colonel Cofield 
will continue his liaison work in addition 
to his new duties. 
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New York Daily News 


CAPT. C. RAYMOND WELLS 
Capt. C. Raymond Wells addressing the 
thousand dentists and guests who were present 
at the testimonial dinner. 


Seconp District DENTAL SOCIETY 


Honors Capt. C. Ravmonp WELLS 


More than a thousand dentists and 
guests paid tribute to Capt. C. Raymond 
Wells, President of the American Dental 
Association and chief dental officer of 
the National Selective Service System, at 
a dinner given in his honor December 5 
by the Second District Dental Society of 
New York. Dr. Wells served as president 
of the Second District Dental Society in 
1934 and later became editor of that so- 
ciety’s official publication. 

Many distinguished guests from dental, 
governmental and military circles paid 
tribute to Captain Wells for his services 
in many fields. Robert L. Heinze, presi- 
dent of the Second District Dental So- 
ciety, served as toastmaster and presented 
Captain Wells with a plaque noting his 
service to the dental profession. 

Maj. Gen. Lewis B. Hershey, national 
director of the Selective Service System, 


in a short address, lauded dentists for 
their contribution to the war. Of the 
25,000 dentists in the United States under 
45 years of age, he said, about 14,000 are 
in the Army and 4,000 in the Navy, while 
5,000 were rejected by the services for 
physical reasons. In addition, he stated, 
between 9,000 and 12,000 dentists were 
working gratis for Selective Service in the 
examination of registrants at induction 
centers. 

Joseph M. Glaser was chairman of the 
general arrangements committee for the 
testimonial. Chairmen of other commit- 
tees were: Willard S. Bell, Charles A. 
Wilkie, Emanuel E. Blumenthal, George’ 
H. Dow, Commdr. Harold S. Horton, 
Lieut. Col. Frank J. McLaren and 
Commdr. William McGill Burns. 


New York Daily News 


GEN. HERSHEY AT WELLS DINNER 

Maj. Gen. Lewis B. Hershey, Director of 
the National Selective Service System, Wash- 
ington, D. C., addressing the audience at the 
testimonial dinner to Capt. C. Raymond 
Wells, A.D.A. President, Brooklyn, Dec. 5, 
1943. Capt. Wells, left, R. L. Heinze, presi- 
dent of Second District Dental Society, and 
Gen. Hershey. 
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NEWS OF DENTISTS AND DENTAL SOCIETIES 


News or MEN AND 
Events IN DENTISTRY 


onto.—The fourth annual Children’s 
Dental Health Day Program, sponsored 
by the Cleveland Dental Society, will be 
held February 7 at the Hotel Carter. 
The program will be devoted to lectures, 
limited attendance and table clinics and 
exhibits. Mayor Frank J. Lausche will 
present awards to the winners in a poster 
contest. Speakers will be Capt. C. Ray- 
mond Wells, DC, USN, Basil G. Bibby, 
James A. Hartman, George W. Teuscher, 
Russell W. Bunting and David L. Thom- 
son, Ph.D. 
MICHIGAN.—Emory W. Morris, treasurer, 
assistant secretary and general director of 
the W. K. Kellogg Foundation since 
1940, was elected president of the foun- 
dation’s board of trustees at the recent 
annual election of officers in Battle Creek. 
Dr. Morris, who is chairman of the Coun- 
cil on Dental Health of the American 
Dental Association, succeeds George B. 
Darling, Dr.P.H., who has become a 
member of the National Research Coun- 
cil, Washington, D. C. 

® The eighty-eighth annual meeting 
of the state society will be held April 
17-19. 
missour!.—C. S. Foster, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, was the speaker for a series of eight 
lectures in December sponsored jointly 
by the state society and the state health 
department. Dr. Foster, who lectured on 
preventive orthodontics, appeared in St. 
Louis, Sikeston, Springfield, Joplin, St. 
Joseph, Kansas City, Jefferson City and 
Kirksville. 
TExAS.—The Dallas Mid-Winter Dental 
Clinic will be held at the Adolphus 
Hotel, Dallas, January 24-26. Speakers 
will be Lieut. Col. Henley Miller, Clar- 


ence O. Simpson, Fred D. Miller, Lee 
Atkinson and Lieut. Col. Philip E. Wil- 
liams. 

PENNSYLVANIA.—Wartime health prob- 
lems in the state will be studied at twelve 
regional health institutes which will serve 
as a substitute for the annual Pennsyl- 
vania Health Institute usually held in 
Harrisburg. Edna M. Kech, chief of the 
division of health education of the state 
department of health, is in charge of 
program arrangements. ; 
ALABAMA.—The plan of the Mobile 
County Dental Society to furnish emer- 
gency dental service has won the ap- 
proval of the New Orleans Times-Pic- 
ayune in an editorial published Novem- 
ber 20. Excerpts follow: 

The Mobile County Dental Society has 
initiated a priority system for patients, effec- 
tive December 1, reflecting credit on itself and 
showing the way toward an appropriate organ- 
ization of community health facilities, On 
each day from Monday to Friday, a member 
of the society will serve as the “emergency 
dentist,” limiting his engagements to indi- 
viduals who require immediate attention. This 
service will be performed in rotation. The 
whereabouts of the “emergency man” can be 
learned from the office of any member. There 
appears to be some skepticism as to whether 
the public will respect the plan by calling on 
him only when pain or condition is acute; but 
unless human nature has changed drastically, 
the demand for quick dental service will still 
come largely from those who no longer can 
deny that they need it—right away... . 

Since the devotion by five dentists weekly 
of a full day to emergency service naturally 
will reduce the time they can give to routine 
work, it is apparent that the latter will be 
reduced almost in proportion. From the mone- 
tary standpoint dentists who already have all 
they can handle have no incentive to dis- 
tinguish between routine and emergency cases. 
The extra responsibility they have accepted ir 
Mobile thus adds to the appreciation of their 
profession. 
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muinois.—Lieut. (j.g.) Robert G. Herth- 
neck, who was taken prisoner by the 
Japs on Corregidor, died October 4 of 
acute myelitis, according to a Red Cross 
report. He was commissioned in 1941 
and sent to Manila in August of that 
year. 

@ The second annual Dental Health 
Week is scheduled for the week of March 
20-25 under the sponsorship of the Chi- 
cago Dental Society and the Dental Hy- 
giene Institute of Chicago. 

@ Harold W. Welch, Chicago, has 

been appointed to the state board of den- 
tal examiners, to succeed W. Ira Wil- 
liams, resigned. 
NEW YORK.—A research fund to finance 
studies of diseases of the mouth has been 
established at the College of Dentistry of 
New York University, of which Allen T. 
Newman is dean. The contributors in- 
clude graduates of dental colleges here 
and abroad who have taken post-gradu- 
ate work in periodontia at New York 
University and who wish to further that 
branch of dentistry. S. M. Robbins, 
Cleveland, is chairman of the fund com- 
mittee. Research will be under the di- 
rection of Samuel Charles Miller. 

® Dentists in the armed forces need 
not comply with the annual registration 
requirements of the New York State 
Board of Dental Examiners, according to 
an announcement by David W. Beier, 
secretary. Failure of dentists in the armed 
forces to register annually in no way 
jeopardizes licenses, and registration may 
be resumed upon the return to civil life. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.—Maj. John C. 
Brauer, on duty in the Dental Division 
of the Office of the Surgeon General, has 
recently been promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant colonel. 


MINNESOTA.—The sixty-first annual ses- 
sion of the state society will be held in 
the Municipal Auditorium, St. Paul, 
March 1-3. 


WISCONSIN.—The seventy-fourth annual 
convention of the state society will be 


held at the Hotel Schroeder, Milwaukee, 
March 20-22. 


Cuicaco MipwinterR MEETING 
to Be Fesruary 21-23 


The 1944 Midwinter Meeting of the 
Chicago Dental Society will open its 
three day session on February 21 at the 
Palmer House, Chicago. One of the gen- 
eral sessions will be turned over to a dis- 
cussion of military problems with Gerald 
D. Timmons presiding. Another general 
session will be devoted to the presenta- 
tion of the paper winning the Annual 
Essay Contest Award. 

The usual program of scientific lec- 
tures will be held and, in addition, there 
will be a large number of limited attend- 
ance clinics for which registration is 
necessary. 


DEnNTistTs TO TAKE Part 
In 4TH War Drive 


The Fourth War Loan Campaign will 
be held throughout the United States 
from January 18 to February 15. Presi- 
dent C. Raymond Wells, of the American 
Dental Association,’ has requested all 
members to participate as wholeheartedly 
as possible. It is his suggestion that all 
members purchase a one hundred dollar 
bond for each of the two months of the 
campaign. If this is done, the total sale 
for the Association will reach a total of 
$12,099,200 for all members. 


Cot. B. M. Epes AssIGNED TO 
SurGEON GENERAL’S OFFICE 


Col. Beverley M. Epes, who has re- 
cently returned from the Southwest Pa- 
cific Area, reported for duty at the Sur- 
geon General’s office, Washington, D. C., 
October 21. He has been assigned as 
Chief of the Dental Section, Military 
Personnel Division, Office of the Sur- 
geon General of the Army, and succeeds 
in that capacity Col. Robert C. Cravens. 
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MID-MONTHLY COMMENT 


Reorganization of the U. S. Public Health Service.—The measure to reorganize 
the United States Public Health Service has been approved by the President, and 
steps have already been taken to make its provisions effective. All of the functiong 
of the Public Health Service are now consolidated into four departments: thé 
Office of the Surgeon General, the National. Institute of Health, the Bureau of 
Medical Service and the Bureau of States Services. A Dental Division is created iq 
the Office of the Surgeon General with its chief having the rank- of an assistant 
surgeon general. 
The Chief of the Dental Division, who has direct administrative approach to thé 
Surgeon General, is in charge of all activities with reference to dental researehy 
personnel and policies. He will develop plans, programs and policies for the Publig 
Health Service in relation to all dental activities and will exercise professional super 
vision of dental officers assigned for duty in other agencies of the government. 
Because of the comparatively recent development of public health dentistry ang 
because the Public Health Service itself had grown tremendously in scope without” 
frequent reconsideration of its new dimensions, the dental program of the U. Sam 
Public Health Service has been under many unnecessary handicaps. These prevente@ 
the initiative and growth -necessary to the satisfactory management of dental prob 
lems on a national basis. 


The reorganization of the Service should do much to abolish this condition. The 
Dental Division has now apparently been given the necessary administrative mech 
anism and authority to develop a dental program more in keeping with the leader 
ship that should be expected from the most important federal agency dealing witli 
the national health. Public health dentistry should receive a new stimulus from (am 
reorganization, and all dentists will await results that can have a direct relations 
to important problems connected with the dental health of the nation. 


William T. Wright, Jr., who has long held a prominent position in the dental 
activities of the Service, has been named the first chief of the new Dental Division 
In this position he becomes the first dentist in the Public Health Service to attail 
the rank of rear admiral. j 

There is a commentary on the federal attitude toward dental health in the fagq 
that the first proposals for the reorganization of the Public Health Service did iam 
contain satisfactory provisions for the establishment of a dental division with neceal 
sary independence and authority. The bill was amended only after the Committe 
on Legislation of the American Dental Association, by a painstaking presentation ® 
facts and arguments, had convinced the legislators of the wisdom and value of 7 
present system of organization. Thus the Committee on Legislation has demon 
strated once again that vigilance and sound argument can win many battles in & 
interests of the public and the profession. The reorganization of the Public Heal 
Service and the recognition of dental problems on the national level are advangi™ 
that should soon be evident in the unending, nation-wide fight against demi 
diseases.—H. 
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